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Personal Statement. The personal statement is an important part of your application for admission and for scholarships. Personal statements may also serve as an introduction to your EHS portfolio due in May.
Tips to help you write a powerful Personal Statement
· Identify and answer ALL parts of a question (unless the directions indicate otherwise).

· Be specific and use relevant examples.  However, do not assume that the significance of a particular event will be obvious to the reader.  Winning a state championship or playing a lead role in a play are certainly impressive accomplishments, but unless you explain how it was meaningful to you personally, your essay will fail to communicate anything unique about your character.

· Use the practice of “free writing” to get ideas and themes down onto paper before you begin constructing your essay.  This will help you develop a cohesive theme and maximize the impact of your writing.  

· Do not allow your essay to become a list!  If you find you have activities and accomplishments that do not fit elsewhere in your application materials, avoid the temptation to mention them all in the body of your essay.  Instead, include a resume or a simple list in addition to your essay.  This will leave room in your personal statement to tell a story and paint a vibrant picture of yourself for the Admissions Committee.

· If you have a “bad semester” on your transcript, find a way to include some explanation of this in your essay.  If you worry this may not fit well with the rest of your essay, simply include a brief note or have a teacher who knows you academically address the issue on your behalf.

· Pay attention to certain “buzz words” used in the question and incorporate them into your essay (only after careful consideration that you in fact understand the terminology).

· Do not use flattery; the university you are applying to will assume they are your first choice.  Do not waste your words with vacant praise of their football team or outstanding education – be specific about why you want to go there and why you would be good for them

· Do not use a thesaurus!  We can almost always tell when students do this and it does not help them sound more intelligent, quite the opposite.  Only use this tool if you are trying to remember a certain word with which you are already familiar.  This is no time to be expanding your vocabulary at the last minute!

· Proofread, read it out loud, have someone else look at it, and proofread it again!  Be careful that you are not simply filling space by repeating the same point again and again.

· Know that many personal statements for university admission are not intended to simply see how well you write.  While the quality of your writing is certainly important, most essays are designed to get specific information not covered elsewhere in your application.  Look for signs of this in the question and think broadly about your personal experiences.  
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